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LMV SF Goals & Methods

� Create a culture of and capacity for afforestation in the 
LMAV

� Afforest 70,000 acres in the LMAV by 2005 for 
environmental, 
economic, and economic, and 
community benefit

� Conduct outreach to:
– Drive changes in policy 

influencing forestry (CCRP & CREP) and
– Enroll farmers in forestry and certification programs
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Project Sponsors 
and Supporters

• McKnight Foundation
• National Fish and Wildlife 

Federation
• Home Depot

• Temple-Inland
• Champion Paper
• Triangle Pacific
• 3M• Home Depot

• Tembec
• Shell Marine Habitat 

Program
• American Forest and 

Paper Association

• 3M
• Agforest Partners
• The Dow Chemical 

Company
• Westavco (now 

MeadWestvaco)
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• State foresters (IL, MO, AR, MS, LA, KY, 
TN)

• NRCS
• USDA Forest Service
• American Tree Farm System
• Farm Service Agency
• US EPA
• University of Southern Illinois 
• Louisiana Tech 

• Environmental Defense 
• Great River Greening 
• Great Rivers Habitat Alliance 
• Great Rivers Land Trust 
• Green Lands, Blue Waters 
• Gulf Restoration Network 
• Institute for Agriculture and Trade Policy 
• Illinois Stewardship Alliance 
• Iowa Environmental Council 

Project Networking Partners

• Louisiana Tech 
• LSU 
• Virginia Tech 
• NCASI (Jim Shepard)
• Delta Council
• American Land Conservancy 
• American Rivers 
• Audubon 
• Coalition to Restore Coastal Louisiana 
• Confluence Greenway 
• Ducks Unlimited 
• The Conservation Fund 

• Iowa Environmental Council 
• Iowa Natural Heritage Foundation 
• Lower Mississippi River Conservation 

Committee 
• Mississippi River Basin Alliance 
• Mississippi River Trail, Inc. 
• National Wildlife Federation 
• The Nature Conservancy 
• Parks & Trails Council of Minnesota 
• River Action 
• Tennessee Parks and Greenways 

Foundation 
• The Trust for Public Land 
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Benefits Provided By Lower Mississippi 
Valley Sustainable Forest Project

� 98,000,000+/- pounds of fertilizer not 
applied over 15 years (water quality)

� Establishes 3,000,000+ cottonwood and 
1,500,000+ oak or other hardwoods 
(wildlife habitat)

Benefits per 10,000 acres:

(wildlife habitat)

� Provides landowners with $31,000,000+/-
in land rental and cost share payments 
over 15 years (regional economy)

� Sequesters 500,000*+/- tons of carbon 
over 15 years (climate change)

*4,000,000 tons at maturity
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Future Opportunities?

• Develop Business Model for Program 
to Create a Culture of and Capacity for 
the Conversion of Marginal Crops Into 
Biofuels Crops
– Example: Conversion of Cotton Farming into 

Switchgrass FarmingSwitchgrass Farming
– Reduce water consumption
– Reduce dependence on food crops for biofuels

• Opportunities for Afforestation Projects 
to Obtain Carbon Credits?

Test plots of switchgrass at 
Auburn University have 
produced up to 15 tons of dry 
biomass per acre, and five-
year yields average 11.5 
tons—enough to make 1,150 
gallons of ethanol per acre 
each year.


